Appendix B



Film and Video Suggestions


Popular film  

Office Space (Groups and Organizations)  (89 minutes)
This 1999 comedy is a great way of demonstrating concepts about organizations and bureaucracy with humor. Although the whole movie is quite long to show in class, there are several “clips” that would be easy to show for just a few minutes to talk about bureaucracy. 
Titanic (Social Stratification) (194 minutes)
This popular film displays the ways that class inequality impacts people’s experiences, relationships and life chances.  Again, instructors may want to find clips rather than show the whole film.
Remember the Titans (Race and Ethnicity) (113 minutes)
This drama about a high school football team that has to deal with racial integration demonstrates many of the aspects of institutional and individual racism. 

Tuskeegee Airmen (Race and Ethnicity) (106 minutes)
This 1995 film about experiments at integrating the U.S. Airforce provides a useful history of racism in U.S. institutions. 
John Q (Health and Medicine) (116 minutes)

This film is about a man who resorts to violence after his poor insurance leaves his son without appropriate treatment. It could provide a nice way of beginning a discussion about the impacts of not having affordable health insurance on individuals and society. 

The Doctor (Health and Medicine) (122 minutes)
This 1991 film about a doctor who becomes a patient highlights the way our medical system is both overburdened and dehumanized. 
Whale Rider (Gender, Culture) (101 minutes)
This 2002 film is based on a book of the same name and follows the story of a young girl who is trying to claim her birthright as leader of her family’s tribe. The film may serve as a useful starting point for discussions regarding culture and gender inequality. 
Monsoon Wedding (Family, Culture) (114 minutes)
In this 2001 movie about an arranged wedding in India can be useful in helping students think about ethnocentrism and different family structures. Because it is a popular film, it has a romantic, feel-good ending, but can still be a good way to spark discussion.

Bend It Like Beckham (Gender, Culture, Family) (112 minutes)
This story of a girl from a traditional Indian family who wants to play soccer can be used to point out cultural differences in gender expectations as well as the role of family in gender socialization. 

Miss Evers’ Boys (Research Methods, Race, Health and Medicine) (118 minutes)
This HBO special about the Tuskeegee syphilis studies can be used to raise questions about research ethics, racial and class inequality and the U.S. health care system. 

Kinsey (Sexuality) (118 minutes)
This 2004 biographical film about Alfred Kinsey talks about his history and academic and his famous research on human sexuality. 

Nell (Socialization, Culture) (113 minutes)
This 1994 film starring Jodie Foster introduces Nell Kellty, a girl who was raised by her partially paralyzed mother with little contact with the outside world. After Nell’s mother dies, she encounters the world for the first time, but cannot communicate with strangers because of the odd, idiosyncratic language that she developed in concert with her mother. The film could be a way to discuss the importance of socialization and language development. 
Crash (Race and Ethnicity) (112 minutes)
This compelling film explores current racial tensions through a series of events involving whites and blacks in Los Angeles. After the film was released, it sparked a national discussion of race, including an episode of Oprah in which Oprah Winfrey talks about having a “Crash moment.” It would be interesting to have students watch the film and then have them research some of the media that surrounded it in order to have a sense of the impact such media has on our understandings of race relations. 
V for Vendetta (Deviance and Social Control; Politics; Collective Behavior, Social Movements and Social Change) (132 minutes)
This film, based on a comic book series, explores the dynamics of a fictional, future, fascist British government. This film could provide a starting point for a discussion on deviance, social control, or collective behavior. 
The Terminal (Culture, Social Structure and Social Interaction) (128 minutes)
This 2004 film is about a man from a fictional European nation who is stuck in an international airport terminal when his country’s political schism causes his passport to become invalid. The Terminal can be used to begin conversations about socialization, groups, and expressive and instrumental ties. 
Television

Black/White (Race and Ethnicity) (6 episodes, approx. 50 minutes each)
A reality from the cable network FX, that takes a black family and a white family and uses sophisticated makeup techniques to switch their races. The families then live in the same house and discuss the implications of current racial stratification. I have used episodes from this series in an upper level course on race to highlight issues of racial identity, but it could be used effectively in an introductory course as well.  

Kid Nation (Culture, Social Structure and Interaction, Groups and Organizations, Social Stratification, etc.) (13 episodes, approx. 50 minutes each)
This reality show took dozens of children and required them to create a functioning society. In different episodes, the children deal with issues of stratification, employment, social status, norms, laws, etc. 

Mad Men, Season 1, Pilot (Gender) (approx. 50 minutes)
This original series by AMC looks at an advertising agency in 1960. The first episode of the first season demonstrates the common sexism and racism that infiltrated office settings and home life at the time. 
Baby Borrowers (Family, Aging) (6 episodes, approx. 50 minutes each)
This 2008 NBC reality television show takes teenage couples who are interested in having children at a young age and requires them to care for infants, toddlers, pre-teens, teenagers and elderly individuals. The show demonstrates many of the challenges facing families, and reflects many of the aspects of family dynamics. More information at: http://www.nbc.com/The_Baby_Borrowers/. 
30 Days  (approx. 50 minutes per episode)
Another FX reality TV show, this series is hosted by Morgan Spurlock of Supersize Me and takes his model of trying something for 30 days to other topics. In the premiere episode, Spurlock and his wife try to live on a minimum wage salary for 30 days. In another first season episode, an evangelical Christian man lives as a Muslim for 30 days. In 2008, the show entered its third season. Many of the episodes may be helpful in introductory classes. http://www.fxnetworks.com/shows/originals/30days/. 
Lost Children of Rockdale County (Theoretical Perspectives, Culture, Family, Deviance and Social Control)  (90 minutes)
This Peabody Award winning documentary by Frontline begins with an investigation into a rare syphilis outbreak among a set of affluent teenagers from 1996. It expands from there into a discussion of the changing expectations of teenagers and their loneliness, reasons for engaging in risky behavior and the structures of their families. More information can be found at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/georgia/. 

Waging a Living- PBS (Social Stratification, Economy) (85 minutes)
This PBS special from P.O.V. makes a nice accompaniment to Ehrenreich’s book, “Nickel and Dimed.” The show follows the day-to-day struggles of four low-wage workers. More information can be found at: http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2006/wagingaliving/. 

Affluenza (Social Stratification, Economy, The Environment) (57 minutest)
This 1997 film looks at the impacts that consumerism and materialism have on our society, our families and our environment. 
The Office, Season 1, Episode 2: Diversity Day (Race and Ethnicity) (approx. 25 minutes)
In this episode, the hapless Michael Scott hijacks a tolerance presentation and turns it into an offensive event. 

The Office, Season 2, Episode 2: Sexual Harassment (Gender, Sexuality) (approx. 25 minutes)
The fictional office of Dunder Mifflin institutes a new sexual harassment policy that everyone has to abide by (including the blundering boss, Michael and his former colleague, Todd Packer).

The Office, Season 1, Episode 3: Health Care (Health and Medicine) (approx. 25 minutes)
The office has to cope with a scaled-back health care plan. Dwight makes everyone reveal their health care needs in a public meeting, leading to embarrassment regarding health issues. 

The Office, Season 2, Episode 15: Boys and Girls (Gender) (approx. 25 minutes)
A female executive in the company holds a “Women in the Workplace” seminar with the office’s female employees. Michael, their incompetent boss, holds a competing seminar for the men. 

The Office, Season 3, Episode 5: Diwali (Race and Ethnicity) (approx. 25 minutes)
Office employees attend a Diwali festival (the Hindu Festival of Lights) with one of the employee’s families. This episode has several examples of cultural ethnicity and miscommunication based on culture. 

The Office, Season 3, Episode 22: Women’s Appreciation (Gender) (approx. 25 minutes)
Michael, the hapless manager of the Scranton branch, takes the women of the branch out to the mall to show his appreciation for their contributions to the office. 

The Simpsons (Family) (approx. 25 minutes per episode)
Almost any episode of the Simpsons contains examples of family dynamics, family dysfunction, and family structure. 

The Simpsons, Season 2, Episode 4: Two Cars in Every Garage and Three Eyes on Every Fish (The Environment and Urbanization) (approx. 25 minutes)
The nuclear power plants safety violations impact the environment and Mr. Burns runs for public office in order to change policy to accommodate the plants’ pollution. 

3rd Rock from the Sun, Season 1, Episode 3: Dick’s First Birthday (Aging) (approx. 25 minutes)
This 1990s sitcom about aliens who disguise themselves as a human family in order to study Earth is full of examples of sociological concepts because the premise of the show is “making the familiar strange.” In this episode, Dick, the father of the family, experiences his first birthday and deals with the concept of getting older. 
3rd Rock from the Sun, Season 1, Episode 4: Dick is from Mars, Sally is from Venus (Gender) (approx. 25 minutes)
In this episode, the aliens explore their gender roles when Sally goes out on a date.

3rd Rock from the Sun, Season 2, Episode 4: Big Angry Virgin from Outer Space (Gender, Sexuality) (approx. 25 minutes)
In this episode all of the aliens find their romantic relationships strained. Sally tries to please her boyfriend by changing for him. Dick tells her that “sex solves everything.” 

3rd Rock from the Sun, Season 2, Episode 6: Dick the Vote (Politics)

Harry runs for city council and the family experiences the democratic system for the first time. 

The Colbert Report (Social Stratification) (approx. 25 minutes)
The Colbert Report often has segments that directly (and humorously) address class inequalities. A regular segment is called “Colbert Platinum” is supposed to be for the ultra-rich and often points out the ridiculous amount of class inequality that exists. Segments are often available for download and viewing at www.colbertnation.com. 

Journey of Man (Population and Urbanization, The Environment) (120 min.)
This National Geographic special presents genetic evidence that all humans descended from one man in Africa and have migrated out to populate the rest of the world. Parts of the film would be a nice addition to a lecture or discussion of population, urbanization or human impact on the environment. More information can be found at: http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/product/3436.html. 

The Children are Watching. (Family, Socialization) (60 min.)

This PBS special looks at how parent behavior impacts children by following four families whose personal struggles are being passed to their teenage sons and daughters. The video provides a good example of socialization or a way of sparking discussion around family. More information is available at: http://www.shoppbs.org/sm-pbs-children-are-watching-dvd--pi-2560383.html. 
Documentaries

After Innocence (Deviance and Social Control, Politics) (95 min.)
This 2005 Showtime documentary follows several exonerated inmates (innocent men wrongfully convicted of crimes, imprisoned for years, and then released after DNA evidence proved their innocence). This film talks about the challenges the men face as they try to reenter society, including the difficulty they have finding jobs and reincorporating into their families and communities. Also deals with the tricky issues associated with how we define and punish deviance in the U.S. More information can be found at: http://www.afterinnocence.com/. 

Girls Like Us (Gender) (60 min.)
This 1997 documentary follows four working class girls from South Philadelphia and follows them for four years, dealing with issues such as early pregnancy, sexism, racism and family structure. 
Small Town Gay Bar (Sexuality) (81 min.)
This documentary looks at gay and lesbian bars in small towns, highlighting how they provide patrons with a safe space and a community in places where they may otherwise find hostility and misunderstanding. 
People Like Us (Social Stratification) (120 minutes, divided into 11 stories)
This popular documentary, originally broadcast on PBS, explores the lives of people in various positions within the American class system. From working-class families in Kentucky to WASPs discussing the markers of social class to middle class blacks talking about the relationship between race and class, this film touches on several aspects of the complicated American class system. “People Like Us” is now available on DVD. 
Paris is Burning (Culture) (71 min.)
This film explores the subculture of New York City drag balls and the poor and gay/transgendered youth involved in it.

Born into Brothels: Calcutta’s Red Light Kids (Gender, Social Stratification, Population and Urbanization) (85 min.)
This Academy Award winning documentary was made with photographs taken by the children of prostitutes in Calcutta’s red light district. The filmmakers gave the children cameras and showed them how to use them. The result is a powerful film about childhood and art. More information can be found at:  

http://www.kids-with-cameras.org/bornintobrothels/.  

Zimbabwe: Shadows and Lies (Politics) (60 min.)
FRONTLINE/World goes undercover in Zimbabwe to reveal what has happened to a country once regarded as a beacon of democracy and prosperity in Africa.
Available on the PBS website:  http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/zimbabwe504/

Black Gold (Social Stratification, Economy, Collective Behavior, Social Movements and Change). (78 min)
This documentary follows the path of coffee beans from grower to drinker, highlighting the exploitative nature of the traditional coffee markets and describing the benefits of fair trade coffee for both drinkers and growers. Provides a useful tool for beginning a discussion of the ideas of globalization and “fair trade.”
Juggling Work and Family (Family) (120 min.)
Examines the impact and implications of the shift in America’s workforce that has buried the traditional working-father stay-at-home-mother model. Available at Films for the Humanities and Sciences : http://ffh.films.com/id/4123/Juggling_Work_and_Family.htm
Sicko (Health and Medicine) (123 min.)
This Michael Moore documentary looks at the problems with America’s health insurance system. 

Roger and Me (Theoretical Perspectives, Social Stratification, Economy) (91 min.)
Michael Moore’s early documentary is about the impact of General Motors layoffs on the town of Flint, Michigan and its residents. The film provides a nice opportunity for students to think about the sociological imagination or to identify different ways that theorists (structural functionalists, conflict theorists and symbolic interactionists) might interpret one event. 

Bowling for Columbine (Social Stratification, Economy, Political Power) (120 min.)
Here is another Michael Moore documentary, this time on the Columbine high school shootings. Moore tries to create a connection between the shootings and a number of social issues, such as the availability of guns and the violence in our media and in our society. 
Killing Us Softly III (Gender) (34 min)
This compelling video documents hundreds of advertisements that present women as objects, as sexualized, as children, as emaciated and in other damaging and demeaning ways. This video series remains powerful, despite its age. 
Walmart, the High Cost of Low Prices (Social Stratification, Economy) (95 min.)
This documentary about the world’s largest retailer points out ways that Walmart is damaging our environment, our economy, our communities, our health and our citizens. While the video clearly has an agenda, it is very well done and most of the interviews are with current and past Walmart employees. http://www.walmartmovie.com/. 

An Inconvenient Truth (The Environment) (100 min.)
This is Al Gore’s Oscar winning documentary about global warming. 

Obedience: The Milgram Experiment (Socialization, Social Structure and Interaction, Deviance and Social Control) (45 min.)
The video of Milgram’s classic experiment on obedience and conformity remains a powerful tool for teaching students about the impact of social influence. Despite aging visuals and audio, I find that students are still fascinated by the experiments.
Quiet Rage: The Stanford Prison Experiment (Deviance and Social Control)  (50 min.)
Quiet Rage is another aging, but powerful documentary about a classic social experiment. Zimbardo filmed his experimental “prison” from beginning to end and then provided the commentary for this revealing film. 
Race: The Power of an Illusion (Race and Ethnicity) (3 episodes, 56 min. each)
This is an excellent video series about the social construction of race in the U.S. I especially like the third part of this series (The House We Live In). The website also has excellent resources and activities regarding race. http://www.pbs.org/race. 

This Film is Not Yet Rated (Politics, Deviance and Social Control) (98 min.)
This documentary includes graphic sexual and violent footage from NC-17 and R rated films. The filmmaker explores the power relationships involved in the MPAA ratings board (which assigns the age ratings for movies). Specifically, the video looks at the kinds of material the MPAA finds objectionable and questions whether the values of the MPAA reflect the values of the “average American.” 

Supersize Me (Health and Medicine, Economy) (100 min.)
This documentary by Morgan Spurlock follows his efforts to eat nothing but food from McDonald’s for 30 days, agreeing to supersize his meal every time he was asked. During this time, he consumed an average of 5,000 calories a day, gained 24.5 pounds and experienced a host of negative psychological and physical effects. 

The Motherhood Manifesto (Gender, Family) (59 min.)
This film, put out by a group called Moms Rising, looks at U.S. policies regarding families and mothers and points out how the U.S. really isn’t a “family friendly” nation. The film also suggests several solutions to each policy problem, including finding a way to medically insure every family, provide paid parental leave and affordable childcare and flexible work scheduling. While the beginning of the film is incredibly corny, I have found that students are surprised and interested in the information presented in the film. More information can be found at: http://www.momsrising.org/film. 
Secret of the Wild Child (Socialization) (56 min.)
This NOVA special looks at the case of a girl who was socially isolated for most of her life until she was 13 years old. Genie’s story provides an excellent starting point for a discussion of the importance of socialization and language acquisition. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/teachers/programs/2112_wildchil.html. 

Jesus Camp (Religion) (84 min.)
This even-handed documentary with very little narration looks at the children and families that attend a Pentacostal summer camp that encourages children to practice their “prophetic gifts.” 

When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts (Race and Ethnicity, Social Stratification, The Environment) (255 min.)
This Spike Lee film looks at the racial and class-based ways that Hurricane Katrina affected New Orleans residents differently. 

The Persuaders (Economy) (90 min.)
This PBS Frontline special looks at the business of advertising and the shaky foundation of guesswork and assumption on which it stands. You can also watch the full program online. More information can be found at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/persuaders/
Granny D Goes to Washington (Politics) (27 min.)
This short (27 minute) documentary follows the story of 89-year old Doris Haddock as she walks across the continental United States to bring attention to campaign finance reform.  More information can be found at: http://www.grannyddoc.com/.

American Blackout (Politics, Race and Ethnicity) (84 min.)
This film is about race-based voter disenfranchisement and is clearly biased in favor of Democratic candidates. However, it does bring up important issues regarding voting, politics and elections and highlights continuing racial inequalities in accessing the right to vote. Much of the film also follows the controversial career of former Congresswoman, Cynthia McKinney as she fights for reelection. More information available at: http://americanblackout.com/
Demographic Winter (Population and Urbanization)

This documentary looks at falling fertility rates in the developed world and hypothesizes about the dire consequences of such precipitously falling fertility rates. More information is available at: http://www.demographicwinter.com/index.html. 

Sick Around the World (Health and Medicine) (60 min.)
This PBS Frontline special looks at healthcare systems in democracies around the world and contrasts those systems to the U.S. healthcare system. More information can be found at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/sickaroundtheworld/. 

Prisontown, USA (Deviance and Social Control) (75 min.)
This POV special looks at the economic and social impacts of basing a local economy on the prison industry by highlighting the case of Susanville, CA. More information can be found at: http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2007/prisontown/. 

Call it Democracy (Politics) (85 min.)
This bipartisan documentary critiques the Electoral College system by pointing out voting irregularities in the 2000 and 2004 elections. More information can be found at: http://www.callitdemocracy.com/.

Rx for Survival: A Global Health Challenge (Health and Medicine, Population and Urbanization) (345 min.)
This PBS special looks at health care in a global context. Specifically, the video deals with the crisis that is occurring as health care advances are slowing and diseases are becoming more virulent and difficult to treat. More information can be found at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/rxforsurvival/. 
World in the Balance (Population and Urbanization, the Environment) (120 min.)
This PBS/NOVA special looks at the consequences of an exploding global population combined with slowed population growth in developed nations. More information is available at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/. 

Declining by Degrees: Higher Education at Risk  (Education) (120 min.)
This 2005 PBS special looks at the American higher education system and finds that in many ways, it is not keeping pace with the demands of contemporary workplaces. More information can be found at: http://www.decliningbydegrees.org/. 
Any of Jane Elliot’s Videos (Race and Ethnicity) (time varies)

Jane Elliot is the Iowa school teacher who conducted the brown eyed/ blue eyed activities with her elementary school students to demonstrate the negative impacts of racism. Since then, she has participated in numerous videos about her classroom exercises, similar workshops she conducts with adults around the country and her own experiences of discrimination after she conducted the experiment. Most of her videos can be found at: http://www.janeelliott.com. 

Tough Guise: Violence, Media & the Crisis in Masculinity. (Gender) (Available in 82 min. or 57 min.)

This popular film with Jackson Katz looks at how the media has influenced rising violence in American society while creating a “crisis of masculinity.” The film shows how American movies and popular culture glamorize a manhood that is aggressive, hypersexual and violent. More information can be found at: http://www.mediaed.org.
Killing Us Softly 3: Advertising’s Images of Women (Gender) (37 min.)

This powerful film is a continuation of Jeanne Kilbourne’s work on advertising’s depictions of women and girls. The film highlights how advertising depicts women as victims, as objects and as dangerously thin. Slim Hopes is another film by Jeanne Kilbourne that is a good option for this topic. More information about Killing Us Softly 3 can be found at: http://www.mediaed.org.
Dreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music Video (Gender) (Available in 60 min or 35 min.)

This classic film about the sexualization of women and violence against women depicted in music videos has finally been updated in 2007. Although the video contains significant amounts of violence and sexual imagery, the video’s message about the ways we portray women and men in popular culture is powerful. More information is available at: http://www.mediaed.org.
Spin the Bottle: Sex, Lies and Alcohol (Deviance and Social Control, Health and Medicine) (45 minutes)

This 2004 film features both Jean Kilbourne (Killing Us Softly series) and Jackson Katz (Tough Guise) talking about media messages that college students receive about alcohol use and abuse. Also includes college students talking about their own experiences with alcohol. Available at: http://www.mediaed.org. 

Class Dismissed: How TV Frames the Working Class (Social Stratification) (62 minutes)

This recent documentary looks at how TV shows shape our visions of the working class including how social class intersects with race, gender, and sexuality in TV media. This video includes interviews with Barbara Ehrenriech, Michael Zweig and Stanley Aronowitz. Available at: http://www.mediaed.org. 
Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1985 (Collective Behavior, Social Movements and Social Change; Race and Ethnicity) (14 one hour episodes)

This excellent, critically acclaimed-documentary miniseries contains one of the most comprehensive collections of video footage from the Civil Rights movement every assembled. While the entire series is 14 hours long, it is broken into one hour episodes with innumerous clips that could be used to highlight how social movements begin, evolve and achieve success. More information at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/. 
Many Ways to See the World: A Thirty-Minute Tour of World Map Images (Theoretical Perspectives, Culture, Socialization, Social Structure and Interaction) (30 minutes)

This short film looks at the political, social and scientific issues that influence how mapmakers depict the earth, its political and geographic features and the size and relationship of countries to one another. I think this film would be useful at the beginning of an introductory sociology course to encourage students to think critically about the information they perceive and to reconsider the ways we have traditionally thought about the world. Available at http://mediaed.org. 
Internet clips 

Start Seeing Cycles (“Awareness Test”) (Social Structure and Interaction, Research Methods) (2 min.)
This fun short public service announcement points out how easy it is to overlook information when a problem has been framed for us. The clip could be used as a precursor to a discussion about framing social issues, priming effects of social cognition, the unreliability of eyewitness reports or qualitative research methods. Can be found at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4&feature=related 
Breaking Social Norms (Culture, Socialization) (5 min)
These two students videotape their attempt to break a social norm for a class assignment. I like to use this video as a cautionary tale for my students when I assign them to break a folkway. Can be found at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zf_PE1Ivj4k 
Improv Everywhere (Culture, Socialization) (varies)
This informal band of improvisers stage huge public events around norm breaking. I like to use the No Pants 2k8 to demonstrate norm breaking and sanctions. The Grand Central Freeze is also entertaining. Can be found at: http://improveverywhere.com/video/ 

Clean Elections: Changing the Face of America (Politics) (14 min.)
This short film (narrated by Bill Moyers) about campaign finance reform highlights how the current system maintains political corruption. The film highlights real workable solutions that have already been adopted in some states and municipalities. It is available for viewing at: http://www.publicampaign.org/video.
The Meth Epidemic (Deviance and Social Control, Health and Medicine) (60 min.)
This Frontline special is available to be viewed in-full online. The program looks at the methamphetamine epidemic in the U.S. and globally. It includes biological information about how meth affects the brain as well as how the drug impacts individuals and communities. The program is available at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/meth/. 

The Age of AIDS (Health and Medicine) (240 minutes)

Another Frontline special, The Age of AIDS looks at the history and science AIDS epidemic in a global context. It’s easy to show parts of the program from the online menu. The program can be viewed in its entirety at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/aids/. 

Tough Guise: Violence, Media & the Crisis in Masculinity (Gender) (7 minutes)

The preview for Tough Guise includes a great deal of pithy information from the film, including significant data about the rates of violent crime committed by men. If your class doesn’t have enough time to show the entire Tough Guise video, this seven minute segment brings up good ideas and can serve as a jumping off point for discussion. Available at: http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=211. 
Killing Us Softly 3: Advertising’s Image of Women. (Gender) (7 minutes)
This short clip from Killing Us Softly 3 can provide a nice starting point for discussion if there isn’t time to watch the full video. The clip can be found at: http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=206. 

Dreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music Video. (Gender) (6 minutes)

Again, the Media Education Foundation provides a nice clip from this film that would work well to start discussions if there wasn’t time to watch the entire film. In this clip, Sut Jhally points out the similarities between well-accepted music videos and a real-life mob-style sexual assault. The clip can be found at: http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=223. 

General video sources

Improv Everywhere (Culture, Social Structure and Interaction)
This group of improvisational performers organize and coordinate public spectacles that are often useful in exploring norms, sanctions, statuses, etc. Perhaps most famous for their “No Pants” events in major American public transportation venues, they also organized the “Frozen Grand Central Station” stunt (which is great for talking about norms and sanctions) that was highlighted on national news outlets at the time. Browsing through the “Missions” is a fun way to find fodder for classes and most missions include video footage of the event. I would also suggest the mission about “Ted’s Birthday” for a fun way to talk about statuses and roles. http://www.improveverywhere.com. 
Ironweed Films

Ironweed Films is a film club that sends out a DVD with multiple independent films to members every month. The films tend to be documentaries. I have subscribed to Ironweed for over two years and it has given me an incredible film library to draw from. Some of the films are done better than others and I have found some to be too politically biased to be useful, but overall I have found that subscribing to Ironweed is well worth the monthly fee to have a small stock of documentaries on a wide variety of topics. I was originally introduced to many of the films on this list through Ironweed. http://www.ironweedfilms.com. 

YouTube.com 
Of course, youtube is an amazing collection of video clips about every imaginable phenomenon from the mundane to the dangerous to the profound. Using good search words and being willing to wade through loads of tripe is necessary to navigate youtube, but it is an amazing social depository of visual data. I like to search youtube for norm-breaking videos, as well as TV, movie and advertising clips that I can’t find elsewhere. http://www.youtube.com.
Media Education Foundation
This distributor of documentary films has a comprehensive collection of high quality movies available to educators. In addition, many of their films include online clips that are more than just previews of the film. They are pithy segments of the actual documentary that could be used in class in lieu of showing a more lengthy, full documentary. http://www.mediaed.org. 

PBS.org
Public television produces some of the most thorough, well researched, and professionally edited documentaries available on a wide variety of social issues relevant to introductory level classes. Most of their videos are backed by superb websites that include instructor resources, online activities, additional research and information and, occasionally, supplemental video clips. Their selection of videos and resources regarding race and ethnicity is especially useful. http://www.pbs.org. 
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